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Situation Introductions 
 

Write two sentences to describe the two sides of the present situation. The third 
sentence – the Thesis sentence – will describe what you are going do in your essay. 
 Sentence 1: One side of the present situation 
 Sentence 2: The other side of the present situation 
 Sentence 3: Thesis: What you are going to do in your essay 

 
Who should take care of our old people? 

 

 
Sentence 1 

 
 

In my country, most old people live happily with their children 

 
Sentence 2 

Increasingly, however, many families cannot take care of their 
parents 

Sentence 3 
(Thesis) 

This essay will describe some of the problems involved with taking 
care of old people, and discuss who should be responsible. 

 
Does Aid to Poor Countries Work? 

 

 
Sentence 1 

 
For the last fifty years, poor countries have been receiving huge 
sums of money from rich donor countries. 

 
Sentence 2 

Some of this money has improved lives, while much of it has 
disappeared or made no difference. 

Sentence 3 
(Thesis) 

In this essay, I will discuss some arguments for and against 
foreign aid. 

 
Should dangerous sports be banned? 

 

 
Sentence 1 

 
Every year, thousands of people are injured or killed in sports 
such as boxing or motor-racing. 

 
Sentence 2 

Because of this, many people are opposed to such sports, and 
want them to be stopped or controlled. 

Sentence 3 
(Thesis) 

This essay will look at some of the arguments for and against 
banning dangerous sports. 
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Opinion Introductions 
In this kind you give two opposite opinions in the first two sentences. The third sentence 
says what you are going to do. 

 

Does space exploration benefit mankind? (1) 
 

 
Sentence For 

 
Many people are excited about space exploration. 

Sentence Against However, others feel it is a massive waste of money 

Sentence 3 
(Thesis) 

This essay will look at some of the arguments for and against 
space exploration. 

 
Does space exploration benefit mankind? (2) 

 
 

Sentence For 
Space, for many people, really is the final frontier. They are excited 
by the exploration and potential of space. 

 
Sentence 
Against 

However, not everyone agrees that this money is well-spent. Many 
people feel that we should solve problems here on earth before 
beginning our journey to space 

Sentence 3 
(Thesis) 

This essay will look at some of the arguments for and against space 
exploration. 

 
Do Athletes Deserve Their High Salaries? 

 
 
 

Sentence 1 

Every day, we read about new record contracts and salaries 
earned by sportsmen and women. Some people do not agree with 
these huge payments 

 
Sentence 2 

 
Others believe that our sports heroes deserve every penny. 

 
Sentence 3 

(Thesis) 

 
This essay will look at some of the arguments for and against the 
high salaries of athletes. 
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Intro 1 
Money makes the world go round, and nowhere is this more true than in the 
workplace. Employers know that money is one of the best motivators. However, are 
bonuses or  cash awards always the best way to reward employees? In this essay, I 
will look at some of the arguments for cash as a reward. 

 

Intro 2 
In the past, when people did not have much money, they were eager to work and to 
get a big salary. Today, however, most people are well paid and comfortable in their 
jobs, and it is hard to motivate them by simply offering cash. This essay will discuss 
different ways of motivating employees and suggest that money is not always the best 
motivator. 

 

Intro 3 
Many people argue that cash incentives are an unfair means of motivating employees. 
Others love the simple, practical, down-to-earth gift of money for a job well done. I 
feel that while there are some circumstances where money is the best recognition for 
extra work, there are other times it is inappropriate. 

 
Intro 4 
Many companies give outstanding members of staff bonuses for good work. I firmly 
believe that this is demeaning, trivializing, and bad for morale. 

 

Intro 5 
People are motivated by different things. Some employees have financial goals, others 
have professional goals, and others have personal goals. The same incentives cannot 
work for all. This essay outlines some of the reasons why cash is not always a suitable 
motivator for excellent employees. 

 

Intro 6 
The primary reason why people have to work is because of money. Employers know 
this, and many companies reward outstanding employees with bonuses and cash 
rewards. In this essay, I will show that most people are motivated by money, and 
cash is a fair and effective way for management to show appreciation to hardworking 
staff. 

 

Intro 7 
I remember working in restaurants when I was in college and begging my manager 
for as many extra hours as I could in order to earn more money. Today, however, in 
my job, I would prefer to earn less and have more time off. In this essay, I will say 
why I think money is only one way to motivate employees. 
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Question: 
 
Blood sports have become a hot topic for debate in recent years. As society develops it 
is increasingly seen as an uncivilized activity and cruel to the helpless animals that are 
killed. Blood sports should be banned. 

 
To what extent to you agree or disagree? 

 
Essay introduction 

 
Despite the fact that killing animals for sport is popular in modern society, it remains a 
contentious issue. I believe that blood sports are cruel and uncivilized and so should 
be banned as soon as possible. 

 
Question: 

 
Science and technology have helped the world make many advances. T e 
Arts, such as painting, theatre and dance, to name just three examples, 
however, are also valuable. 

 
What things do the Arts provide to the world that Science and Technology do not? 

 
Essay introduction: 

 
Societies have developed rapidly over time due to the many advances in science and 
technology. However, the arts are also very important and provide our world with many 
things that science and technology cannot. 

 
Question: 

 
According to a recent study, the more time people use the Internet, the less time they 
spend with real human beings. Some people say that instead of seeing the Internet as 
a way of opening up new communication possibilities world wide, we should be 
concerned about the effect this is having on social interaction. 

 
 
 
How far do you agree wi th this opinion? 

 
Essay introduction: 

 
A recent study has shown that as people use the Internet more, they are spending less 
time with human beings. I believe that although this has increased the communication 
around the world in positive ways, it has also led to negative effects on the day-to-day 
social interaction of human beings. 
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Question: 

 
Unemployment has become an increasing problem in the recent past. 

 
What factors contribute to an increase in unemployment and what steps can be taken 
to solve the problem? 

 
 
 
Essay introduction: 

 
Over recent years, the level of unemployment has been increasing at an alarming rate 
in many countries around the world. This essay will discuss the reasons for this 
increase and consider what practical solutions are available. 

 
Question: 

 
Some people think children in secondary school should study international news as 
part of the curriculum. Others think that this would be a waste of time as there are 
already too many subjects for children to concentrate on. 

 
Discuss both views and give your own opinion. 

 
Essay introduction: 

 
While some people are of the opinion that it would be useful to include international 
news as a subject in the school curriculum, others believe that this is a waste of 
students    time because they are already overloaded with subjects to study. This 
essay will examine both sides of the issue. 
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